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Tip #9 – 
Welcome to "A Safety Minute with Ol' Blue, USA”, sponsored in part by Alcoa 
Wheel Products. 
I'm your host, David “Cabover” Kolman.

Let's talk pre-trip safety inspections. 

In the last series of safety tips, we checked under the hood.  Now, let's move to the 
cab and the air system. 

When you park the truck at the end of a shift, wait until the air compressor has 
kicked off before shutting down your truck.  Make a note of the air pressure 
reading.

When you get back into the cab on the start of your next trip, check the air pressure 
level. Compare that reading to the one you noted before shutting your truck down.
A large difference in the readings is a indicator of significant leaks in the air 
system.

Looking at the air pressure gauge - it's well worth the time. 

This is "Cabover" Kolman inviting you to listen again for another
"Safety Minute With Ol' Blue, USA," sponsored in part by Alcoa Wheel Products.

In the meantime, you can visit us on the web at: www.olblueusa.org
Copyright © 1986 - 2006 United Safety Alliance, Inc.
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Tip #10 – 
Welcome to "A Safety Minute with Ol' Blue, USA”, sponsored in part by Alcoa 
Wheel Products. 
I'm your host, David “Cabover” Kolman. 

Let's talk pre-trip safety inspections and continue our in-cab inspection of the air 
system. 

With your truck parked on level ground and the wheels chocked, put the 
transmission in gear and release the brakes. 

Turn the key to the “On” position, but don’t start the engine. Pump the brake pedal 
until the low air-warning buzzer and light come on, and make a note of the air 
pressure level. 

Then, continue pumping the brake pedal until the spring brakes set. 
Again, make a note of the air pressure level. 

Why go through so much trouble? 

Well besides ensuring the system is working properly, you’ll have an idea of how 
much time you’ll have to get your truck off the road safely before the brakes set 
after the warnings go off in the event of a severe air loss while in motion. 

Inspecting the low air-warning system - it's well worth the time. 

This is "Cabover" Kolman inviting you to listen again for another
"Safety Minute With Ol' Blue, USA," sponsored in part by Alcoa Wheel Products. 

In the meantime, you can visit us on the web at: www.olblueusa.org
Copyright © 1986 - 2006 United Safety Alliance, Inc.
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Tip #11 – 
Welcome to "A Safety Minute with Ol' Blue, USA”, sponsored in part by Alcoa 
Wheel Products. 
I'm your host, David “Cabover” Kolman. 

Let's talk pre-trip safety inspections and continue with our checks of the air system. 

With your spring brakes set, take your truck out of gear and start the engine.  When 
the air pressure builds to about 100 psi, release the spring brakes. 

Hold the brake pedal around 80 psi on the application gauge, and let the air 
pressure build until the air compressor kicks off.  Then, turn the key off. 

Using a watch with a second hand, check the air pressure gauge.  On a five-axle 
setup, you should not lose air pressure at a rate of more than 5 pounds per minute. 

Don’t forget to reset your spring brakes. 

Checking for air leaks - it's well worth the time. 

This is "Cabover" Kolman inviting you to listen again for another
"Safety Minute With Ol' Blue, USA," sponsored in part by Alcoa Wheel Products. 

In the meantime, you can visit us on the web at:  www.olblueusa.org
Copyright © 1986 - 2006 United Safety Alliance, Inc.
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Tip #12 –
Welcome to "A Safety Minute with Ol' Blue, USA”, sponsored in part by Alcoa 
Wheel Products. 
I'm your host, David “Cabover” Kolman. 

Let's talk pre-trip safety inspections. 

Still in the cab, let's move on to a check of the steering system.  

With your engine off turn the steering wheel hard to the right and left, then move it 
up and down, feeling for excessive play. 

Why?

Because if a problem in developing in the steering column, such as worn u-joints 
or bushings, you might not be able to hear it above the engine noise while driving. 

Inspecting the steering - it's well worth the time. 

This is "Cabover" Kolman inviting you to listen again for another
"Safety Minute With Ol' Blue, USA," sponsored in part by Alcoa Wheel Products. 

In the meantime, you can visit us on the web at:  www.olblueusa.org
Copyright © 1986 - 2006 United Safety Alliance, Inc.
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Tip #13 –
Welcome to "A Safety Minute with Ol' Blue, USA”, sponsored in part by Alcoa 
Wheel Products. 
I'm your host, David “Cabover” Kolman.

Let's talk pre-trip safety inspections.

Still in the cab, take a few seconds to make sure your defroster is operating 
properly. 

Why check something you may not use today? 

Ever been driving through West Texas on I-20 and encountered a sudden 
downpour?  Within seconds, the windshield is likely to fog over on the inside.  
This is not the time to discover that your defroster isn't working. 

Just in case, though, always have a clean white hand towel, or other soft cloth 
within reach to clear your path of vision. 

Inspecting the defroster - it's well worth the time. 

This is "Cabover" Kolman inviting you to listen again for another
"Safety Minute With Ol' Blue, USA," sponsored in part by Alcoa Wheel Products. 

In the meantime, you can visit us on the web at:  www.olblueusa.org
Copyright © 1986 - 2006 United Safety Alliance, Inc.
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Tip #14 – 
Welcome to "A Safety Minute with Ol' Blue, USA”, sponsored in part by Alcoa 
Wheel Products. 
I'm your host, David “Cabover” Kolman. 

Let's talk pre-trip safety inspections. 

While sitting in the driver's seat, take the time to check all of your mirrors to make 
certain they are properly adjusted. 

Why bother, if you're the only driver of the truck? 

Because some vehicle or person may have brushed up against a mirror, knocking it 
out of adjustment. 

The time to find discover out-of-adjustment mirrors is before you pull out and 
begin a trip. 

Inspecting the mirrors - it's well worth the time. 

This is "Cabover" Kolman inviting you to listen again for another
"Safety Minute With Ol' Blue, USA," sponsored in part by Alcoa Wheel Products. 

In the meantime, you can visit us on the web at: www.olblueusa.org
Copyright © 1986 - 2006 United Safety Alliance, Inc.
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Tip #15 –
Welcome to "A Safety Minute with Ol' Blue, USA”, sponsored in part by Alcoa 
Wheel Products.
I'm your host, David “Cabover” Kolman.

Let's talk pre-trip safety inspections.

Another item to check from inside the cab is your windshield wipers.  Turn them 
on and watch to see that the blade is in good repair. 

It is not unusual for a slight film to build up on a windshield overnight, and a quick 
check can tell you if the blade is getting hard or worn. 

It’s a good idea to carry replacement wiper blades on your truck. 

Why bother? 

Ever woke up on top of Elk Mountain on I-80 to 3 inches of snow on the hood and 
the east-bounders talking about the precipitation and snow showers that they have 
been dealing with? 

Winter driving conditions are soon upon us, and the safest drivers are the ones that 
are prepared. 

Checking the windshield wipers - it's well worth the time. 

This is "Cabover" Kolman inviting you to listen again for another
"Safety Minute With Ol' Blue, USA," sponsored in part by Alcoa Wheel Products. 

In the meantime, you can visit us on the web at:  www.olblueusa.org
Copyright © 1986 - 2006 United Safety Alliance, Inc.



Tip #16 – 
Welcome to "A Safety Minute with Ol' Blue, USA”, sponsored in part by Alcoa 
Wheel Products. 
I'm your host, David “Cabover” Kolman.

Let's talk pre-trip safety inspections. 

While still in the cab, turn on your interior cab lights and make sure all are 
working.  Always keep a supply of extra bulbs on the truck, in case you aren't at a 
truck stop when they need to be replaced. 

Why bother? 

Ever seen a scalemaster giving RJ Taylor a hard time because his logbook is a 
mess?  Explaining that he had to fill it out with a flashlight clenched between his 
teeth because his interior cab lights didn’t work isn’t likely to make a favorable 
impression.

Inspecting the interior lights - it's well worth the time. 

This is "Cabover" Kolman inviting you to listen again for another
"Safety Minute With Ol' Blue, USA," sponsored in part by Alcoa Wheel Products.

In the meantime, you can visit us on the web at: www.olblueusa.org
Copyright © 1986 - 2006 United Safety Alliance, Inc.
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