
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Ol' Blue, USA Safety Coloring Book 
Chapter 1: Bicycle Safety Around Large Vehicles 

Safety around large vehicles is everybody's responsibility. The professional truck driver is trained to 
look for people, motorcycles, cars, bicycles and other moving and non-moving objects that present a 
hazard to the driver or to themselves. But the view from a large vehicle can often be misleading or 
obstructed because so much depends on the side mirrors. There are "blind spots" in the driver's 
range of vision where people and small vehicles can momentarily hide. Only by being aware of this 
problem can drivers, other motorists and pedestrians work together to make the environment around 
a large vehicle safe for everyone.  
  
Let's take a short trip with "Ol' Blue®", and RJ, the driver, to see for ourselves what each person 
must do to make sharing the road with a large vehicle safe for all.  
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Hi, my name is 'Ol' Blue'® and I am a truck. I never want to hurt you so it is very, very 
important that you learn what to do to be safe when you are around big vehicles like me. Now 
that includes buses, tractors, and motor homes too!  
  
How big am I you ask? I weigh 80,000 pounds, and I am 75 feet long, 8 feet 6 in. wide and 13 
feet 6 in. tall. And if RJ is paying attention and has to stop quickly at 55 mph ... it will take 
him 1 & 1/2 football fields (450 feet) to stop me from rolling along. 
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These are my friends from the California Highway Patrol. They are here to help me, and my driver 
RJ, teach you how to be safe around large vehicles like myself.  
  
Officer Ken Wallace is wearing a brown uniform, so I will call him "Officer Brown". Our other 
friend is Officer Dan Francisco, who is wearing a blue uniform, so I will call him "Officer Blue".  
  
I need my friends here so they can help me see you. Officer Brown and Officer Blue are trained to 
be safe around large vehicles. They are going to show you what NOT to do around large vehicles. 
Do not try what they are doing! I am so big and you are even smaller than officers Brown and 
Blue. If I cannot see them when they are close to me I surely cannot see you.  
  
Officer Brown is not wearing a bicycle helmet in any of the pictures. You should always wear a 
helmet when you are riding a bike. 
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Let's take a look. I have just passed Officer Brown who is sitting on his bicycle by the curb and 
talking to a friend. On my right side, or passenger side, Officer Blue is about to cross the street.  
  
With RJ at the wheel, I move along a lightly traveled street. Officer Blue steps off a curb and 
unknowingly steps into a blind spot. My driver, RJ, cannot see because of the windshield side post 
and the right side mirror. The blind spot will only last for a fraction of a second in a moving 
vehicle, but that is long enough for a driver or pedestrian (maybe you) to have a serious problem. 
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A professional driver looks into his mirrors every few seconds just to make sure nothing has 
changed on either side of a truck where cars or pedestrians are concerned. This constant checking of 
the mirrors is one of the things that makes driving a large vehicle a full time job even on a deserted 
street or highway.  
  
RJ is doing a good job scanning my mirrors. At the same moment that Officer Blue steps off the 
curb, RJ glances in his right-rear-view mirror to make sure Officer Brown is still sitting on his 
bicycle by the curb talking to his friend.  
  
RJ spots Officer Blue step off the curb just before he checks on Officer Brown. Can you see Officer 
Brown in my mirror? 
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As RJ brings me to a stop, Officer Blue walks in front of me to cross the street.  
 
From the street level Officer Blue is easy to see and looks like a pretty large object in front of me. 
This is because Officer Blue is 6 feet tall and 6 feet away from me. But RJ sees the situation 
differently. 
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At the end of my long, high, hood, Officer Blue looks like a pretty small object to RJ as he sits 
behind my wheel. In fact, if Officer Blue was any closer to me, RJ could not see him at all!  
  
When walking in front of a large vehicle like me, be sure to stay as far forward as possible so the 
driver can see you clearly. 
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There goes RJ again doing what a good driver does, RJ looks into his right side mirror, and notices 
Officer Brown still sitting at the curb talking to his friend.  
  
RJ also notices Officer Blue has safely crossed the street. 
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Since Officer Blue has passed us now, RJ starts making a right-hand-turn with the turn signal 
flashing.  
  
At that very same moment, the friend leaves and Officer Brown starts off on his bicycle towards the 
same corner. 
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Officer Brown is not paying attention to this dangerous situation and attempts to pass me while the right-
hand-turn is in progress. The fixed mirrors on a large vehicle follow the path of the cab and in situations 
like this provide little "rear view coverage" during the turn. Only the small round "spot" or "bull's-eye 
mirrors" allow RJ to see what is going on next to us, on our right side. 
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Officer Brown realizes, almost too late, that he is in a dangerous position, caught between the side 
of my trailer and the curb. Officer Brown does not want to be crushed and starts pounding my trailer 
trying to alert RJ.  
  
RJ is a very careful driver but he is 60 feet away and the noise of the diesel engine and other traffic 
make it hard to hear Officer Brown.  
 
It is important to note this is a re-enactment: Officer Brown is not wearing a safety helmet. You 
should always wear a safety helmet when riding a bicycle 
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A passing motorist sees Officer Brown and understands that RJ cannot see the dangerous situation 
fully. The motorist starts honking his car horn to warn RJ. 
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Officer Blue hears Officer Brown yelling and runs around my trailer to see if he can help.  
  
On the back of my trailer, it is clearly marked that I make wide turns. This means that a vehicle like 
me needs extra space to make a right-turn and often appears to turn left first. This confuses many 
people.  
  
Officer Brown did not notice the sign that said "CAUTION WIDE TURNS."  
  
(Can you see the sign on the back of my trailer?) 
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After RJ and I stop, and the danger has passed. Officer Blue sees for himself what RJ sees in the rear 
view mirror. Officer Brown is in the "blind spot" and cannot be seen by anyone sitting at my 
wheel.  
  
This is common in all large vehicles and is a daily hazard to both professional drivers and 
pedestrians whenever large vehicles like me are on city streets. Both the driver and the pedestrian, 
share responsibility for making this everyday situation safe. 
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Officer Brown moves his bicycle out of the street and onto the curb so that RJ can complete the turn. 
  
Fortunately, for everyone, I was moving slowly and RJ could be warned about Officer Brown before 
it was too late. But it is quite common for these types of situations to move at a much faster pace, 
which could have resulted in injury to Officer Brown.  
  
Remember safety is everybody's responsibility! I am only a truck, but ,oh ,the stories I could tell. 
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Readers, we thank you for driving along with 'Ol' Blue'® and RJ!  
 
Our special thanks to "Officer Brown", played by Officer Ken 
Wallace and "Officer Blue" played by Officer Dan Francisco of the 
California Highway Patrol. Without their help in this reenactment, 
we could not have shown this dangerous situation faced by 
operators of large vehicles, and you, every day.  
 
It is important to mention that this was a reenactment; Officer 
Brown was not wearing a safety helmet while riding his bicycle. 
You should always wear a safety helmet when operating a bicycle.    Photo: Bill Hudgins 
 
Additional thanks go to the following people for their generous contributions: photographs by Don 
Rector, Stan Holtzman and Bill Hudgins. Text written or edited by Gary Bricken, Pam Hagen and 
Kathy Harders.  
 
A heartfelt thanks to Kathy Harders at www.loads.org for her Teams efforts in "kid testing" the 
website, Coloring and Story Books.  
 
The Kids Safety Center website at Ol' Blue, USA truly demonstrates . . . 
 

"People Working Together For Highway Safety"® 
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