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Please visit our Safety Center™ in June at the Great West Truck Show in Las Vegas 

Ask The Law™ also has “Logbook Seminars” every hour at booth #2539 

Visit other Ol’ Blue, USA events at www.SafetyTour.org 

 

 
 

 
 

“Safety Center”™ – Returns to Las Vegas in June 
 

Ol’ Blue, USA’s “Safety Center” will again be at the Great West Truck Show - Las 

Vegas on June 26 thru the 28
th

 in Booths #2536 & #2539 

 
Also for the 2nd time, Ol’ Blue, USA will have our Ask The Law™ booth as part of its 

“Safety Center”.  Drivers and fleet’s representatives are encouraged to stop by and meet 

with the law enforcement officers who participate in the Ask The Law programs. 

 

Simulated roadside vehicle and other safety inspections – conducted with the help of state 

law enforcement officers – will be conducted every hour at the “Safety Center”.  There 

will also be hourly presentations on hours-of-service regulations, logbook demonstrations 

and hourly hands-on Pre and Post-trip inspections.  Our Ask The Law programs can be 

found at www.AskTheLaw.org . 

 

News Release, 14-Hour Rule, Idling Laws & Front Tire 

questions answered by law enforcement officials as of 

June 2008 
Warning:  Laws are subject to change without notice 

“Ask The Law”™ offers Q & A’s  
Brought to you as a public service by  

         

         
Submit your questions to www.AskTheLaw.org 
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Those who will be unable to attend the show may still take part in the action at the Ol’ 

Blue, USA “Safety Center” by visiting Ol’ Blue, USA’s Web Cam from the show floor.  

The Web Cam can be found at http://www.olblueusa.org/video or visit our “Safety Tour” 

page at http://www.olblueusa.org/sched.html  

 

Additional information about Ol’ Blue, USA and its many programs is available by 

visiting its Website at www.OlBlueUSA.org . 

 

 
LOGGING A NON-CMV COMPANY VEHICLE OVER MY 14-
HOURS 
 

Q:  I work for a company that performs regional deliveries.  Occasionally, a driver will 

reach his 14-hour limit before returning to the terminal.  When this happens, we send a 

"rescue" driver in a non-CMV company vehicle to the out-of-hours driver, who drives 

this vehicle home and logs on-duty in his log.  A couple of the "rescue" drivers have been 

questioning this practice saying we are violating FMCSS 392.3.  These rescue runs are 

done at the original driver’s request.  It is my understanding 392.3 applies to CMVs and 

allowing/requiring the driver to operate the CMV when fatigued.  Are we doing this 

correctly?  Kerry in New York 

 
A:  Provided by Senior Trooper Monty Dial, Texas Highway Patrol, 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division, Garland, Texas: 
 

Your understanding of the Regulations are correct.  Part 392.3 applies 

only to an ill or fatigued driver.  The driver that could not make it back 

to the terminal is not ill or fatigued.  And yes, the driver is required 

to log operating the company vehicle as on-duty not driving since it is 

being operated at the direction of the motor carrier. 

 

Keep up the good work by complying with the Regulations. 

 

 

DOES HAVING A DOG EXEMPTS ME FROM IDLING LAWS  
 

Q:  It is a widely held belief that having a pet in the truck exempts a driver from any anti-

idling laws.  This rumor is so pervasive in the trucking industry that many drivers simply 

accept it as fact.  I've researched the law in regard to anti-idling exemptions and found 

nothing pertaining to pets.  Can you tell me if there is any truth to this rumor? 

Ken in Tennessee 

 
A:  Provided by Senior Trooper Monty Dial, Texas Highway Patrol, 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division, Garland, Texas: 
 

This is going to be on a state-by-state bases.  There is nothing in the 

DOT Regulations that addresses anti-idling laws.  So drivers are going to 

check with each state they operate in to see if there is an exemption to 

the anti-idling laws if there is a pet in the vehicle. 
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HAVING RECAP TIRES ON STEER AXLE OF A CMV 
 

Q:  First of all, let me thank you for doing the “Ask The Law” program!  As a driver I 

find your information extremely helpful and informative.  So does my safety department. 

Now to my question:  When it comes to front (steer) tires, are you required to use only 

new tires, and not recaps?  Our shop director says recaps can be used as steer tires as long 

as there is 4/32-inch of tread left.  Are there regulations that cover this?  Thanks again, 

Lee in Utah 
 
A:  Provided by Jim Brokaw, formerly a Staff Sergeant with Nebraska 
State Patrol, Carrier Enforcement Division, Lincoln, Nebraska: 
 

I'm afraid I have got bad news for you; the rules don’t specify new tires.  

The regulations for tires are found in 49 CFR 393.75 and some of the key 

requirements are: 

  

1)  No motor vehicle shall be operated on any tire that has body ply or belt material 

exposed through the tread or sidewall, has any tread or sidewall separation, is flat or has 

an audible leak, or has a cut to the extent that the ply or belt material is exposed. 

  

2)  Any tire on the front wheels of a bus, truck, or truck tractor shall have a tread groove 

pattern depth of at least 4/32 of an inch when measured at any point on a major tread 

groove. The measurements shall not be made where tie bars, humps, or fillets are located. 

  

3)  A re-grooved tire with a load-carrying capacity equal to or greater than 4,920 pounds 

shall not be used on the front wheels of any truck or truck tractor. 

  

4)  No motor vehicle shall be operated on a tire, which has a cold inflation pressure less 

than that specified for the load being carried. 

  

I agree that new tires should be required on a steer axle; but the federal safety regulations 

won’t back us up on this.  I suggest you also check with the state where your company is 

based to see if they have laws specifying tire requirements that may be more stringent 

than the safety regulations. 
 
 

The Ask The Law™ programs, which are provided as a public service by Ol’ Blue, 
USA™, are an ongoing educational effort between Ol’ Blue, USA and commercial law 
enforcement agencies.  The specific purpose is to have truckers contact Ol’ Blue, USA 
and pose questions to law enforcement officials relating to safety and legal issues 
concerning commercial vehicles.  Truckers may submit questions at www.askthelaw.org .  
Warning:  Laws are subject to change without notice.  These interpretations were 
made on May 08, 2008. 
 

Founded in 1986, Ol’ Blue, USA is a non-profit organization dedicated to highway 

safety education and to improving relations between the motoring public, law 

enforcement and commercial drivers.  “Ask The Law”™ is a registered trademark of Ol’ 

Blue, USA.  This column is copyrighted© by Ol’ Blue, USA. 
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